This metal is named from alumen, the Latin term for alum, which is a double salt of potassa and the earth alumina combined with sulphuric acid. The name aluminium has been adopted by some writers, but we can see no just reason for this orthography ; alumium would have been more consistent with our own word alum ; and for the sake of euphony or uniformity of termination, we might also say jplatinium or tantalium in place of platinum or tantalum.
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The chemical symbol of aluminum is Al., its combining number is 13.7 and its specific gravity about 2.30 when cast, but may be increased to 2.60 by hammering or rolling. The 
